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Technical Information 
Color MiniDV 
Budget $50,000 
Running Time: 70 minutes 
Filmed on Location in Brooklyn, NY 
Edited on Final Cut Pro 

Media Contact 
Brian Chirls 
Email: brian@foureyedmonsters.com 
Phone: 212-307-1346 
Web: www.foureyedmonsters.com 
Mail: 
950 Hart St., Suite 203 
Brooklyn, NY 11237 
 
High Res Stills available at: 
http://foureyedmonsters.com/stills/ 



Short Synopsis 
Susan & Arin meet online and begin an artistically collaborative and sexually intimate 
relationship.  As an experiment, they decided to not speak when in person and the result is a 
collection of notes, drawings and short videos they make for each other that tell the tale of 
becoming a living breathing entity with 4 eyes, two mouths and 8 limbs: Four Eyed Monsters. 

Full Synopsis 
"They have four eyes, two mouths, eight limbs that wrap around themselves. It’s disgusting!" 
Arin says, as we see images of couples throughout New York City. "But I can’t help but envy 
them." 
 
Arin is a wannabe filmmaker and highly inexperienced with love, despite the fact that he spends 
most of his time editing wedding videos. In one of the most populous cities in the world, he is 
alone and tormented by the beautiful women he sees everywhere. He turns to the Internet. 
 
Susan is an art school graduate working as a waitress and suffering from a lack of inspiration. She 
receives a message from Arin, but since she’s tired of dating, especially online, she suggests that 
he should just stop by her work. 
 
Arin is too shy to introduce himself. So instead, he follows her home without her knowing and 
emails her pictures of her mundane daily trudge. She is intrigued. 
 
They decide to meet up, but in an attempt to keep their interaction interesting, they make a pact to 
not speak to one another. As their romance develops, they only write, draw, email, text, have sex, 
instant message, and make videos for each other. No talking. 
 
Susan’s creative clouds begin to lift, and Arin’s dry spell has ended. A new world of more 
complicated problems is discovered, and they are forced to deal with intimacy as they meld 
together and create a monster. 
 
 



Q&A with the Filmmakers Arin Crumley & Susan Buice 

How true to life is this film? 
Susan:  It’s all true. This really is how we met and started dating, the problems that ensued and 
the question that we still ask ourselves to this day - how can we successfully maintain a creative 
and a romantic relationship? 

Are you guys still together? 
Susan:  Our relationship is an ongoing experiment so if it does have a demise that will also be 
documented. 
Arin:  But we’re hoping that won’t happen. 

Did you shoot from a script? 
Arin:  We started shooting with a one-page outline that was based on our experiences.  We’d edit 
the day we shot, re-shoot it and continue that process until we were happy with a scene. 
 
Susan:  At a certain point, though, we did make a script based on the first half of the film and then 
cast a few supporting roles out of an acting class that were largely improvised around the outline. 
And then we’d pare down the material in editing. 

What's it like to be famous on the internet? 
Arin:  I think everyone’s famous on the internet. That’s the new idea: everyone’s three minutes of 
fame on YouTube, lists of thousands of friends on MySpace and soap box positions on a blog.  
But really, in a world where everyone is famous, no one is famous, which is a good thing because 
I think people are getting sick of celebrities anyway. 
 
What is it like to have made such a personal film? 
Arin:  “We never really thought far enough ahead to think of what it would be like to have our 
film reach an audience while we were shooting it.  But now that we are here with so many people 
able to know all of these personal things about us, it is pretty interesting. We’ll meet people and 
they’ll just blast right into conversation with us like we’ve known them for years. It’s actually 
pretty cool.” 
 
Susan:  “Since we were using our own story to explore these ideas, we had to let it get as personal 
as it did in order for it to have integrity. So we sort of had no choice but to reveal a lot of 
ourselves, because we were inspired by the story.  That is just kind of the price we had to pay for 
pursuing what we were inspired by.” 

What’s next? 
Susan:  Our goal is to keep self-producing and distributing directly to our audience work we find 
inspiring and to continue to be our own bosses without the involvement of other companies to say 
what we can and can’t create. 
 
Arin:  We are going to keep posting new stuff to our video podcast including snippets of larger 
projects we are developing.  



Awards and festivals: 
Four Eyed Monsters has been in over 20 film festivals in the US, Brazil and Germany from 
Slamdance to SXSW to Gen Art to Oldenberg Germany.  It won the special audience award at 
SXSW, best new direcotors award at Brooklyn International, a special teenage jury awarded our 
film with a jury prize at Newport international and an honorable mention from Sidewalk Film 
Festival in Alabama.  It was selected as one of eight films to be showcased nationally in the 
Undiscovered Gems showcase in which an audience award of $50,000 cash will be given in 
December 2006. 

Press Quotes 

Boston Phoenix 
“an autobiographical fictional piece about the awkward, tenuous, monumentally inarticulate 
courtship of the mid-20s filmmakers” 
“an Annie Hall of the 25-year-old set” 

Boston Globe 
“Sophisticated Visual Language” 
“Technology-driven, media-filtered, attention-deficit-disordered social scene that is both 
alienating and darkly humorous.” 
“alienating and darkly humorous.” 

Film Threat 
“powered with raw honesty and coated with wild imagination” 

Variety 
“deliberately smudges the line between non-fiction and invention” 

 
More press coverage is available at http://www.foureyedmonsters.com/category/news/ 



Filmmakers Bios: 

Susan Buice 
Born in Arkansas but having grown up in Massachutsets, Susan Buice developed an interest in 
fine art in high school.  She went on to earn a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from University of  
Massachusetts Amherst.  While getting her degree, she spent one year studying abroad in 
Florence, Italy, which led her to the fact that her art is inspired by two things: cities and boys.  
Upon moving to New York City, she met Arin Crumley, and collaboration ensued.  Through 
Arin, she had access to filmmaking tools and knowledge and began making short films and 
experimenting with animation. Her short film "fischerchicks" traveled the festival circuit and 
helped her get her feet wet for her feature film debut, Four Eyed Monsters.  All of the editing and 
animation skills she developed working on the film have further evolved in the creation of the 
video podcast series they've released online, and she has plans to continue working on projects 
with Arin as well as creating music videos and her own fine art work. 

Arin Crumley 
High school drop out Arin Crumley got his start in filmmaking at age 10, working on short films 
to take the place of homework assignments in school.  At 16, he joined the local public access 
channel and began producing short documentaries for local TV with titles such as "Vegetarian 
Video" and "X-mas Economics".  Arin also played in a band and projected his video art at live 
shows.  After moving to NYC to escape what he felt was Northern California mediocrity, he kept 
creating more short films that he'd project at local screenings in Brooklyn.   "Bush" was his first 
film to be submitted to film festivals and was well received for it's dark comedic flare. Then he 
began creating Four Eyed Monsters with Susan Buice.  Delving into the digital domain with the 
creation of the video podcast, Arin Crumley plans to further push the creation of interactive 
experiences using film and the web. 
 



 

Selected Reviews 
 

 
December 1, 2006 

Love in the Modern Age  
By LAURA KERN 

Susan Buice and Arin Crumley, two young Brooklynites searching for new and exciting ways to 
express their creativity, met online and decided to approach their developing relationship as if it 
were an art project. Opting to avoid verbal communication, they instead exchanged handwritten 
notes, e-mail messages and personal videos and began sharing their progress via podcasts and 
then a feature film, “Four Eyed Monsters.” 
 
A merging of reality and re-enacted scenes from reality (it’s often difficult to distinguish one 
from the other), line-drawn animations and MySpace profiles that come to life, this innovative 
chronicle of a truly modern romance also conveys, in a painful, darkly humorous way, a variety 
of ultra-identifiable truths, including the loneliness often suffered by big-city inhabitants and the 
complexities of sexual intimacy. 
 
At the end of the film’s brief 70 minutes, viewers desiring further insight into Susan and Arin — 
and that will include more of them, admitted voyeurs or not, than may be imagined — can look to 
the couple’s many Web sites to follow their continuing adventures.  
Let’s hope, though, that in this age of MySpace, when the Internet makes it possible to follow 
every movement of an ex, find a future spouse and practically make a movie with the click of a 
few buttons, Ms. Buice and Mr. Crumley’s winning $50,000 experiment won’t encourage every 
less talented exposure-seeking couple with money to burn to become the creators and stars of 
movies explicitly and shamelessly promoting themselves.  
 

 
'Four Eyed Monsters' 
by Caroline Palmer 

November 28th, 2006 2:36 PM 

 
Susan Buice and Arin Crumley have proven—the hard way—that independent filmmakers can 
create sizable buzz without the aid of a distributor. Four Eyed Monsters was a hit at Slamdance, 
but its co-directors were left to their own devices in terms of arranging promotion and screenings. 
Through an active website, popular podcasts, and other low-budget tactics, they have built a 
following for their engaging love story, which playfully combines elements of fiction and 
nonfiction. The title refers to the couples who inhabit the world with their eyes and limbs 
wrapped around one another. Susan, a painter who toils as a waitress at night, and Arin, a 
videographer, meet on the Internet and start up a relationship based on silence. Their affair is a bit 
of an art project: They generate piles of notes and discuss even the most sensitive of subjects 
(example: STDs) in writing but speak to each other only via videocassette. Inevitably this 
experiment proves to have its drawbacks. Along the way, though, Buice and Crumley 
demonstrate that they have a lot to say about 21st-century relationships and about the alienation 
that can thrive in a culture where encounters occur more often in cyberspace than in the real 
world. Fortunately, these artists know how to tap in to the universal longing for acceptance, 
making for a fresh, witty, and contemporary take on the perennial boy-meets-girl story.  





Complete Cast List 
Herself Susan Buice 
Himself Arin Crumley 
Wedding Proposal Client Eddie Brannan 
1st Sexual Encounter Trinity Rose 
2nd Sexual Encounter Liz Davito 
3rd Sexual Encounter Jessica C. Smith 
Laundromat Fantasy Girl Julia Ames 
Loud Women @ Tri Sarah Elizabeth Greer 

Barbara Perun 
Most Recent Boyfriend Jeremy Ebenstein 
Doctor Voice Michael Camacho 
College Boyfriend Michael Cuomo 
High School Boyfriend Danny Ward 
Studio Vermont Resident W.K. Horton 
Southern Couple On Subway Lindsey Andersen 

Michael WLS 
Couple in Laundromat Carolyn Morris 

Matt Hyam 
Distressed Internet Singles Rebecca Bai Wei Lee 

Angel Crumley 
Monica West 
Eileen Woods 

Internet Profiles Robert Lund  
Anthony Milano 
Gregory Lay 
Cole Louison 

Arin's Clients Peter Corey 
Jay Reed 
Emilio Rosa 

Bar Girls/Attractive Women in NYC Natalie Schull, Lauren M. Jones, 
Barbie Perun, Veronica Carnero, 
Jessica C. Smith, Dorian Nuskind-
Oder, Kiersten Franz, Logan Atkinson 
Yumi Yamaguchi, Lucie Cuardo-
LaGarrigue, Erika Smith, Andrea 
Mersits 

Voice of Slamdance Call Sarah Diamond as Herself 
Voiceovers Lucie Cuardo-LaGarrigue 

Erika Smith 
Andrea Mersits 

Vermont Co-Owner Voice Eamonn Farrell 
Fantasy Girls in Bedroom Dorian Nuskind-Oder 

Barbie Perun 
Monica West 
Alice White 
Alison Clancy 

Myspace Photos: 
Nicole Deponte, Brianna, Eva, Gabriale, Human Face, Joyce, kasia, Kris, Lupini 
Bean, Monika, ashlee, how does it feel to feel, dardreamdirtyboots, dawlfin, 
dwntwnjazzaddict, gina shannon's photo by David Kloz, harmony, hickeryhills,  
honeybphly, jil, kelly, Kristen Marie, Lalia, Laura R Peters, Mary Tueasday, Natelie, 
Robin Popper's photo by Maryanna Davis, Sherri Celis, Uniko509, Your Fantasy, 
Nisha, Rad.a.Tat.Tat., Rebecca, Rei, Sara, Stephanie Mcginnis, Valerie, gutterglitter 
by visually odd photography, Jessica Weinstein 
 



Complete Crew List 
Writers/Directors/Editors Arin Crumley 

Susan Buice 
Cinematographer Bry Thomas Sanders 
Additional Cinematographer Jon Fordham 
Videographers  Stephanie Zimmer 

Joseph Hung 
Adrian Richards 

Assistant Editor Dorian Nuskind-Oder 
Additional Animators Jesse Proia 

Abe Costanza 
Production Assistants Amanda Roche 

Chau Wanze 
Props Assistant Jia Liang 
Field Audio Matt Longoria 

Curt Shultz 
Mike Jasik 

Partial Sound Design/Mixing Jonathon Kotler 
Foley Artist/Sound Design Matt Longoria 
Distribution Brian Chirls 

Andrew Peterson 
Legal Services: Ivan Saperstein 
Graphics Joe Hung 

Trish Okin 
Software: 
Final Cut Pro, Toon Boom, Reason, Logic, Sound Track Pro, PhotoShop, FireFox, Wordpress, 
Snapz, iPhoto, Quicktime, Compressor and DVD Studio Pro 

Special Thanks: 
Withoutabox Distribution Lab , Sally Johnson Acting Studio, Jeff Abramson, Joe Neulight , David 
Straus, Adam Roffman , Nicole Deponte, Adrianna Krikl, Chris Cruise, Lacey Leavitt, R.Edward 
Buice, Judith Buice, Indiewire, Film Threat, Gerald Perry, Paul Rachman, Sarah Diamond, Matt 
Dentler, Chris Dewolf, Jamie Stuart, Karl Jacob, Philip Boyock, Cafeteria, Vermont Studio Center, 
C-Town, Apple, MySpace, YouTube, YouAre.tv, vimeo, Sony, HSBC, Paula Peterson, Nicholas 
Des Cognets, David Zeh , Chris Zeh, Metagalaxxy, Dan Macken, Lesam Bath and Kitchen, Valley 
Stem Soccer Club, Duane Read, Softimage, ICR vs Deth Killers, Jenn Dixon, Slamdance, SXSW, 
Gen Art, Sonoma Valley Film Festival, Cucalorous, Independent Film Festival of Boston, 
Brooklyn International Film Festival, Newport Film Festival, Oldenburg Film Festival, Indie 
Brazil, Sidewalk Film Festival, Trenton Film Festival, Malibu Film Festival, Waterfront Film 
Festival, Lake County Film Festival, East Lansing Film Festival, Undiscovered Gems Showcase, 
IFP Film Week 
 

Music 

The Golden Pastime 
 “Hooky” 
“Certificate of Participation” 
“Morning Tunnel”  
”Julie” 
 

Andrew A. Peterson 
 “On and On” 
“Maybe It's Now”  
 

Joel Kennedy 
“Opus Meow 1” 
”Opus Meow 2” 
 

Gene Serene 
“All Over You” 

 

The Spinto Band 
"Oh Mandy" 
Used in trailer #1 

 

Loveninjas 
“Once there was a Boy” 
Used in trailer #2 
 

Courtier 
"Terrible Times" 
 


